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MANGALACHARANA OF
AMARUSHATAKA: A STUDY

Dr.Preeti R. Pujara
Asst. Professor
Dept. of Sanskrit

D.C.M. Arts & Commerce College, Viramgam.
(key words: Shringararasa, poetic beauty, shiva’s valour,

contradictory rasas, poetic blemishes, fusion of twin rasas,
poetic excellence,to heighten the effect of virarasa, i.e

Shiva’s valour, the example of F#HIUR¥dg, the true touch

stone of a poet)

The hallmark of literature is the quality that reflects a variety
of emotions and Amruka’s Mangalacharana is an
outstanding example of two kinds of rasas evoked together.
Amaruka being an excellent poet and rhetorician acquired a
unique place in the Sanskrit literature. His Amarushataka is
an example of Muktak Kavya. All his 100 verses are written
on the theme of art of lovemaking and various facets of love.
Most of his verses delineate Shringararasa. Erotic rasa is on
full display in his work Amrushataka.

Amaruka’s work provides the raw material to understand the
poetic elements in depth. Not only that his verses are often
quoted by great rhetoricians like Mammata,
Anaadavardhana and even Vamana. While describing the
various elements like rasa, alamkara, metres,Amaruka’s
verses are quoted by many poets time and again to bring out

12



T Vol. XXI ISSN 2320-2025

the merits and demerits of Kavya. His verses are the best
examples to understand the types of Nayikas as described
by Dhananjay and Vishvanatha.The ninth-century literary
critic Anandavardhana declared in his ‘Dhvanyaloka’ that "a
single stanza of the poet Amaruka may provide the taste of
love equal to what's found in whole volumes." Its verses have
been used by poets and critics as examples and standards
to judge other poems.

The present paper aims to study the second verse of
Amrushatakain the form of Manglacharana. This shloka of
Amaruka is unique as it elevates the poetic beauty to an
unprecedented level. The great rhetoricians viz Mammata,
Vishvanatha, Ananadavardhana and Kuntaka have
discussed and debated the poetic beauty of Manglacharana
from the stand point of rasa theory. It is quite an interesting
study to decipher the poetic elements as discussed by these
great rhetoricians.

Actually, Manglacharana of Amarushataka praises the glory
of lord shiva who burnt the Tripura, the citadel of the demons.
In this introductory verse, Shiva’s valour resplendent with
Virarasa, is predominantly seen.

It becomes very much necessary to understand the
translation and literal meaning of the second verse of
Amrushataka. It goes like this ---

AT yHA R TGl s FTed
EUEHRTIRA TG IA AT Her AT |
SIS T RAYIA [ T - AT AR T AT :
FIATEATRIT: ¥ SgdgRaesala:aRIfasT: ||’
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Translation:

May the fire emerging from the arrow of Lord Shiva resemble
the lover whose betrayal is still moist destroy all our troubles.
The same fire is pushed away by the wives of demons whose
eyes are filled with tears when it touches their hands, was
cast aside by them when it holds the fold of their sari, was
warded off by the wives of the demons when it engulfs their
hair and was totally ignored by them because of fear even
though lying at their feet.

Mammata, the author of Kavyaprakasha, cites the above
shloka of Amaruka in seventh chapter of Kavyaprakasha
named doshadarshanam.

While describing the poetic blemishes, kavyadoshas,
Mammata says that delineation of two contradictory rasas in
poetry always gives rise to kavya dosha. It is not acceptable
to describe two contradictory rasasin the same poetry. But in
some special circumstances, this fault can be absolved and
the delineation of two contradictory rasas will not harm the
poetic beauty.

These are the conditions where the description of two
contradictory rasas will not be treated as blemishes as stated
by Mammata in the seventh chapter of kavyaprakasha in
karika 65.

AR s A Aarafaataa:
IsfeagIrcaATCdtalalalgeetT Rt [|27.65

If two contradictory rasas are described in the flash of past
memory or past experience, they will not affect the poetic
beauty. He further adds if two contradictory rasas are

14



T Vol. XXI ISSN 2320-2025

explained by showing some kind of similarity or they are
expressed with upamana- upmeya bhava between them they
will not be considered contradictory. Besides if two
contradictory rasas are made subordinate to one major rasa
of poetry, it will not harm the poetic excellence or the
contradiction of two rasas will be pardonable.

To justify his above mentioned three conditions Mammata,
gives three examples from various texts and also from

Amaru’s shloka fa&icdigedidedst:etc. According to

Mammata, “two contradictory rasas, when made subordinate
to one common and major rasa of the poetry, nullifies the
contradiction and do not harm the poetic beauty.

In this example, the heroism and valour of lord Shiva is
clearly expressed and vira-rasa is predominant. But is also
reflected in the description of the pitiable condition of the

wives of demons who were shedding tears (mﬂoﬁﬂlcqﬂl )

when their husbands were burnt alive by the fire shot out from
the arrow of lord Shiva. The whole incident of Karuna rasa
has become subordinate to vira rasa as in the whole poetry
the extra ordinary heroism of lord Shiva seems to be the
major inclination of the poet.

Mammata rightly states

E LS EEICHGRDE R IED TR
TNRT R 51, dEITYSITI:,

duts RewsofasnEaifaasarsaria)?

Even Maheshvar Bhattacharya in his commentary “Adarsha”
on Kavyaprakasha also notes that —

15
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IR, germarfaeRsTaFqedafawa: gHsesa:|
FSUT M, ARTAAAEATATARAFIRFS: , § &
AR Tcrca faTasEayFa g |

Apart from this, we can also perceive the delineation of
shringararasain this shloka.

The behaviour of fire is identical with the behaviour of a
passionate lover. Women of Tripura (whose eyes are filled
with tears) push the fire when it touches their hands, cast
aside the fire when it holds their fold of saree, wards it off
when it engulfs their hair and they totally ignore the fire
because of fear even though lying at their feet. Amaruka here
illustrates a fusion of twin rasas viz. shringara and karuna.
The behaviour of fire is identical with the behaviour of lover
and the feeling associated with the shringar rasa immediately
emerges. When the lover goes near to beloved, she pushes
him, when he holds the fold of saree, the beloved again
drives him out and the beloved wards him off when the lover
holds her with hair and again when the lover is pleading his
beloved and falling flat at her feet is ignored by the beloved.

Though the poetry has the excellent delineation of shringara
rasa, thekaruna rasa overpowers this shringaraand it doesn’t
appeal much. So, this shringara rasa is made subordinate to
even karuna rasa. shringara rasa did not reach the final stage
of rastvaand hence shringara rasa is also considered as the
subordinate one (anga) and not the major rasa
(angi).Shringara and karuna are considered as the
contradictory rasas, yet they are delineated in the same piece
of poem.

16
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Ultimately both shringara and karuna are employed together
to heighten the effect of virarasa,i.e Shiva’s valour. Here in
this example two contradictory rasas, karuna and shringara
being subordinate to major rasa,ie. vira, the contradiction of
two rasas is eradicated and this is according to Mammata is

an appropriate example of fAERIURER.

Now we can take the view of Anandvardhana on the same
shlokaof Amaruka. Anandvardhana, the author of
Dhvnyaloka quotes the same shloka of Amaruka while
explaining the field of rasvad alamkara. The following karika
of Dhvnyaloka explains the sphere of rasvad alamkaar.

T s eI ATF AT TATSI AT |
S0

FIAd T HTISHR AT R f[AAATR: || 2.5
(Dhvnyaloka)

When the principal meaning is different and the rasa, bhava,
alamkara etc.(IHTC) are subordinate or secondary to the

principal meaning there definitely prevails the area of
rasavad alamkara. According to Anandvardhana, such

rasvad alamkara has two varieties. 1. YEIHaE, . HHIURHdE,

When single rasa or alamkara, bhava etc. helps to develop
principal meaning of the poetry that is an example of

[€IHAC, while two or more rasas or alamkaras etc. function

to strengthen the principal meaning of the poetry that is an
area of H@I‘Jﬁw Anandvardhan while giving the example

of HHUREAE alamkara, quotes Amaruka’s shloka
fecagTaTraedst:. .. etc.

17
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Here in the shloka, poet’s clear-cut intention is to celebrate
the supremacy and power of lord Shiva. But the author has
also employed two morerasas- karuna and shringara. The

phrase ‘TSN indicates the emergence of

karunarasa. At the time of Tripurdahan when the fire
emanating from lord Shiva’s arrow burnt the demons alive
and their wives were distressed by the acts of fire. This whole
incident unfolds the karuna rasa. It is interesting to note here

that in the phrase “@®EETEIRI:” shrinagara rasa is also

reflected through the identical behaviour of ardent lover and
fire (through Shleshopma)is subordinate to even karuna
rasa. And inthe case of Karuna rasa, it is also not absolute
abode of rasatva it doesn’t reach to its zenith, highest point
(rastva) it remains yet in the stage of bhava. This karuna is
just the component of utsaha bhava which is exhibited by
Shiva at the time of the incident of Tripuradahan.

Thus, According to Dhvanikar both the rasas viz. karuna and
shringara delineated in this example are just the
complementary components of the poet's devotion towards
Lord shiva and they are just the helping factors in the

development of the enthusiastic gesture (3caTgdTd )exhibited

by the Lord shiva in the act of Tripura dahan.

Thus, according to Anandvardhana, this is a proper example
of samkeerna rasvad alamkara as karuna, shringara and
Shlesha alamkara, three poetic elements are blended here to

heighten the principal meaning (JfI,EZIT?i) i.e., infinite power of
Lord Shiva.

18
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Now we can study the perception of Vishvanatha, the author
of Sahitya Darpanon the same shloka of Amaruka viz.

facalgTar@dda:.... etc. He quotes the shloka while giving

solution to the problem viz. the delineation of two
contradictory rasas always creates a poetic blemish
(kavyadosh) in the poem. The seventh chapter of Sahitya
Darpan is all about kavyadosha. Karika 30 of seventh chapter
of Sahityadarpana describes:

e s REraTaEaaasts oar |
A A TAS NS i [|8.30.
(sahityadarpana)

Vishvanatha holds similar opinion as Mammata. This
Karikaof Vishvanatha also gives three conditions to eradicate
kavyadosha called “description of two contradictory rasas
simultaneously in a poetry.”

When two contradictory rasas or bhavas are described in
poetry through the past memory.

When two contradictory rasas are described in one poetry
through some kind of similarity between them.

When two contradictory rasas described in a poem are made
subordinate to the principal bhava or rasa of the poem.

While explaining the third condition, viz. the description of two
contradictory rasas at one platform will not cause poetic
blemishes, if these rasas are made subordinate to the major

bhava or rasa, the shloka ‘r??m’l%?—_cnam?r etc .is quoted

by Vishvanatha to substantiate the theory of poetic
blemishes.
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In this shloka f&TcalgEdIaedsT:, major bhava is poet’s love
and gratitude towards lord Shiva (frafawg®tfasma)this
bhava is nourished by Shiva’s enthusiasm (3cdTgHId) viz.

Tripuradahan

The Poet’s prime intention is to celebrate the supremacy of
Shiva. While doing so, emergence of karuna rasa or shringra
rasa or even simile etc. are just the strengthening factors in
the development of ‘utsahbhava’ of shiva viz. Tripiurdahan
act at its zenith.

We avoid here to describe how shringara, karuna and upma
alamkara come to pass in the same shloka as it is already
stated while describing the opinion of Mammata in the same
article.

Thus, according to Vishvanatha this shloka is an example of
mere bhava and not rasa. TRIafawgsifddTdis the major
bhava of the poem and it is nourished here by shiva’s
utsaahaviz. Tripuradahan. And this 3cHIgdATd is not fed

byanubhava, vibhava etc. so it has not obtained the status of
rasa. The occurrence of karuna rasa in the description of
demons’ wives who are distressed by the act of fire has
become subordinate to this utsahabhava of Shiva. And the
occurrence of shringararasa, in the identical behaviour of
lover and fire of shiva’s arrow has become the subordinate to
even this karuna.

Vishvanatha, holds the distinct opinion about this verse of
Amaruka by adding that that both karuna and shringara have
acquired the subordinate position to the one major bhvava of
the poetry viz. extraordinary valour of Lord Shiva as they are
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helping in the development of the major bhava or inclination
of the author in the poetry and that is the reason that the
description of karuna and shringara, two contradictory rasas
will not harm the poetry.

IR AT A ATHTa AT FEON AT |

Cr IR A CIC I L CE AR CRIET R |
TifdsnfeauaaE TR T fagEa R REsoTy
FTRAIEE AT RS de avaiasTarFaeTH s
dareTIe I RTaGg eI |"p. 261,

So, according to Vishvanatha ,the introductory shloka of
Amarushtaka viz T&CAgTITded=1: etc is mere an example
of bhava and not any particular rasa.

Now we can note the view of Kuntaka, the author of
Vakroktijeevita, regarding the second verse of Amrushataka

facargEddodsT: etc.

Kuntaka in his work Vakroktijeevita quotes the shloka
fercdigedractds: etc. in third chapter while refuting the views

of his predecessors on rasavad alamkara. Kuntaka clearly
believes that there cannot be an existence of alamkara like
rasvad, because nothing is experienced there apart from the

subject in description (awia?-—cor) and even there is a lack of

coordination between the words and their meaning.
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HAPRIAATIEITI FAHTHAT |
FARITE fA RFATT AT TSI |[23. ¢¢

Kuntaka refutes one by one all the three views on
rasvadalamkara stated by Bhamaha, Dandi and Udbhat.
While refuting the concept of Anandvardhana on rasvad

alamkar, he takes Anandvardha’s examplef&calgEdraeas:

etc. and proves his distinct view of nonexistence of rasvadin
this example.

As we discussed earlier that Aananadvardhana is of opinion

regarding the shloka under discussion faIcdigEdraees: etc.

that “Karunarasa reflected in the verse (when wives of
demons are crying and lamenting because of the lord Shiva’s
act of Tripuradahan) has become subordinate to the power
of shiva which is the major inclination of poet. He also talks
about the occurrence of shringara rasa in the same shloka
by showing the correlation between the identical behaviour
of fire and lover.

But Kuntaka strongly refutes the occurrence of shringara

especially Irshyavipralambha shringara in the
phrase“ @ISR "of the shioka and opines that

vipralambha shringara is not at all experienced here as the
poetry has the major subject of description is the valour of
Lord Shiva which is again intensified by the occurrence of
karuna rasa (in the expression of grief by the behaviour of
demons’ wives) expressed by the creative mind of the poet,
Amaruka. So, the heroism of Shiva is only intended by the
poet and that only is cherished by the connoisseurs of poetry.
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S AHTIA A CTAT G A FIIF AT EAATFHNTART S
EIATTRRY GO0

IR} ’
373 3 * 2
TS AT SR, dEATATHIA T cdTd
CHG I YR, T AHATA AT |

degHaauATY: —HRAufanmaRRaysYeorraaeTT—
FEURHITY fd—

Al seacTHEafaeR: FHRETETEe eI
Raraferaeza | p.140

Kuntaka also notes that the influence of fire of Shiva’s arrow
and the influence of lover are identical just by words i.e., just
by the shabda shlesha, but there is no similarity between
them, and these two subjects of comparison are altogether
different by nature. No two diametrically opposite elements
having contradictory attributes stay together. So, shringara
and karuna cannot co-exist

o T
e aredcadTHA AT RIARI T Ad A Tsadi fadiadad
JTEATIRGUR,

9

AT A AT AT AT T AT AR FIcard |1

Kuntaka also forcefully refutes the view of Anandvardhana
who believes that poetic blemish called introducing two

23



T Vol. XXI ISSN 2320-2025

contradictory rasas at one place in the same piece of poetry
will be eradicated if one is major and the other is subordinate
rasa. Rather Kuntaka is of opinion that Karuna rasa is only

the major rasa in the example f@Icalgearaete=t: etc. and there

is no base of shringara, because connoisseurs don't feel
resemblance between them. So, no rasvad alamkara exists
here.

We must note here that Kuntaka, the critic of high standard,
very boldly provides his distinct view on the shloka

fercargedracied: etc. where Anandvardhana considers the

occurrence of shringara rasakaruna rasa and rasvad
alamkara in the poem, he totally disagrees with him and
proclaims that only vira rasa in the form of Shiva’s extra
ordinary power is intended by Amaruka.

Arjun Varmdeva, the commentator of Amarushataka also
gives noteworthy inputs on the introductory shloka under
study. His view should be taken into consideration.

Arjun varmdevin his commentary Rasika Sanjivanion
Amarushataka, explains in detail how this shloka unfolds the
poetic elements like upma alamkara, shlesha alamkara,
karuna rasa, shringara rasa, rasavadalamkara as well as
how it becomes an example of virodha rasa parihar with
reference to other rhetoricians. We will not discuss all these
poetic elements as we have discussed earlier all above said
elements in the same paper.

What is striking about mangalacharana of Amarushataka in
the eyes of Arjunvarmdeva is the poet’s genius or his
creativity to express more than two rasas or mixed rasas in
one poem. The ability to compose in mixed rasas is actually
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the true touch stone of a poet. The single shloka of Amaruka
has the ability to give as much pleasure as we may get by
reading the whole complete work. No other work apart from
the Amrushataka is ascribed to the poet, yet the first two
introductory stanzas of the work show his ability to create in
mixed rasas and this can transform the whole poetic
experience. And that is the reason Abhinavgupta has rightly
observed — “A single verse of Amaruka is worth a hundred
whole works.”

afa | 39 TAFTIRTAFIRN: —
HHTHAT e Tarares |

This shloka of Amaruka is a seminal example of a variety of
poetic elements infused together. This couplet of Amaruka
has been in the spotlight and has created waves in the poetic
world for its creative brilliance and stylistic robustness.

All great rhetoricians have widely quoted the same
Manglacharana shloka as an excellent example of diverse
stylistic features i.e. vira rasa, shringara rasa, karuna rasa,
upama alamkara, rupaka alamkara, rasvad alamkara,
combination of two rasas and even virodhrasaparihar.

His popularity among great rhetoricians proves his mastery
over the art of poetic composition. This also establishes the
supremacy of Amaruka as the poet of highest order with all
requisite accomplishments of master crafts man of poetic
world.
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Abstract

Emotional development should be viewed as a distinct,
integrative, and psychologically advantageous aspect of
children's psychological development. Cognitive or intellectual
development refers to a growth of child’s ability to think and
reason. This paper explores the emotional and intellectual
development of children in a distressing environment among the
major characters in Padma Venkatraman's The Bridge Home.
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Padma Venkatraman is Indian-American children’s and young
adult writer as well as an oceanographic scientist. The work
reveals how children intellectually overcome emotional stress in
their family and social environment. These can be calculated
through the cognitive meditational theory of emotion, which
helps to evaluate and extract the cause and appraisal of emotion
in the case of with and without physiological arousal. The author
has revealed these conditions through the characters of Viji,
Rukku, Muthu, and Arul. Each character in the novel experienced
different kinds of problems and solved them in various situations
at a young age.

Key words: Children, cognition, emotions, environment and
intelligence

Introduction

Children’s literature reflects the world of children and the
world through children. Children’s literature is not only a space
for fantasy worlds; rather, it is a notable text to learn about the
social conditions and lives of marginalized children. The critical
phase of childhood is the stage of development in cognition,
emotional and social development of children. The primary
development of childhood is based on virtue parenting, but in
many cases, parents are unable to raise the child properly due to
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their economic and personal conditions. The author, Padma
Venkatraman, is an Indian-born American writer and German
scientist who exhibit the development of emotional states and
intellectual thinking of children in severe -circumstances.
Through Lazarus’s Cognitive Mediational Theory of Emotion,
explicate the cause, effect, and development of emotional
intelligence in children and their cognitive growth. In the
phenomenon, children are able to regulate them in a positive way
and achieve their goals with constant motivation and hope.

About the Author

Padma Tiruponithura Venkatraman is an Indian-
American author who worked as a Chief Scientist in
Oceanography in Germany, and later she became a full-time
writer. She was born in Chennai on November 13, 1969,
completed her schooling in India, and at the age of 19, she moved
to America and got a post-doctoral degree in Oceanography. She
was a chief scientist in Germany. She is a speaker and has
participated in panels at Harvard and other universities. Padma's
significant works include Climbing the Stairs, Island's End, A
Time to Dance, and Born Behind Bars, as well as nonfiction
works such as Double Stars: The Story of Caroline Herschel,
Women Mathematicians, and The Cleverest Thief. She won the
SCBWI Magazine Merit Award and the WNDC Walter Dean
Myers Award. She founded both Authors Take Action and
Diverse Verse.

Theory
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Richard Lazaru’s Cognitive Mediational Theory of
Emotion focuses on appraisal, that is, the tendency of the human
mind to the assessment of a given situation, often done within the
subconscious of a person’s understanding of the situation and
exhibits interconnection between cognition, stress, and emotion
in cognitive appraisal. The physical reaction of a person is based
on an automatic perception of their individual cognitive appraisal
of the situation. According to Lazarus, appraisal of emotions
encountered within any environment occurs within five stages:
primary appraisal, secondary appraisal, stress, coping skills, and
reappraisal. Through the emotions of an individual, they create
circumstances or, with hope and gratitude, they motivate
themselves to solve the problem or situation.

Emotional Intelligence of Children

Children are dependable, and parents have dependable
relationships with their children.In the case of Viji and Rukku,
family does not provide a positive environment for their better
mental development; rather, circumstances create stress for them.
Her alcoholic father beat her mother, and abused the children,
and her mother used to cry every day. The prevailing situations
are fear and melancholy. The actions are repetitive without an
ending or a proper solution. In the next level, Viji and Rukku
experienced the father's anger which created a fearful situation
for them. Arul is a homeless child whose family died in an
accident; he is the only person who escaped from the accident.
Muthu has been living in the street since a young age, and does
not know about his birth, parents, or family. Children were not
only threatened in their families but also by the society around
them, either by people or diseases. Initially, while travelling on a
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bus, the conductor tries to trap the girls, but they escape in the
middle of crowds. They live in a state of hunger, starvation, and
vulnerability. Next, a fearful situation happened with a trash man,
who, along with his companion, came in search of girls to kidnap
at mid-night. Due to rain and mosquitoes, Muthu and Rukku
suffered a week of malaria fever. Children are not pressured with
basic emotions but also overcome complex emotions like guilt,
grief, jealously, and regret. It appears to be in Rukku's attachment
with Muthu and Arul, which Viji cannot fully digest. Viji is too
possessive of Rukku and his belongings. Furthermore, following
Rukku's death, Viji was consumed with guilt. She thinks that she
was responsible for her sister's death. Mostly, children face
negative incidents in their lives at an initial stage. So, these were
changed by the reappraisal actions of individuals in every event.

Each one in Viji’s family had undergone stress and
feelings of fear, sadness, and hatred. Children are put in an
unhappy state in the home, and children wait for changes in their
situation, but since timing is running out, it remains the same
environment. After physical assault, they were serious about their
plight in existing condition, so, without second thought, she
eloped from the house along with her sister to stay away from
danger and to be safe, but they did not have any idea or awareness
of the outside world. In the absence of family, Arul knew that no
one was in the place to take care of him. After realizing his
helplessness, he relocated to the street in order to gain
independence and make the street his home. Muthu was in a state
of abandonment even though he did not complain about any hard
situations and spent his energy working the whole day for enough
food. After discernment of the existing situation, children took
their role and responsibility and began to work for their basic
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needs of food, shelter, and clothes, which uplifted them to the
next phase of development. Even though they struggle to lead
their lives, the faces of children are filled with smiles, happiness,
love and care. But, still, after the death of Rukku, the behavior
and attitude of Viji changed a lot. She was fully filled with guilt
feelings, believing that she was the sole reason for Rukku’s
death. This led her to separate from everyone, even her aunt
Ceilina. After the healing words of Ceilina, she understood the
fact and made a decision to move on in life. At last, Viji’s father
came to the hostel to bring back their daughters, but Viji refused
to go back with him. Reappraisal of children in every event leads
them to a new stage with a positive improvement in courage,
confidence, and ambition, and creates happiness, unity, and
matured thinking in all aspects.

Intellectual Development of Children

The cognitive and attitude changes of children were made
according to their experience, observation, interpretation, and
actions. Children's mental health plays a vital role in stimulating
the cognition, response, and behavior of children. The psyche of
a child reacts based on incidents and inputs from the
environment. Every human life is different according to their
experience and actions. In child development, intellectual
thinking (or) cognition skills are important to understand any
action. Intellectual development is developed through
intrapersonal, interpersonal, problem-solving, and critical
thinking. Here, children attained these skills through tough
practical situations. At the core of existence and survival,
children observe their environment, understand the situations,
and put them in the forceful atmosphere for their living. After the
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elopement of Viji, she used to read a storey every night to his
sister. Even in the midst of adversity, she practices on a daily
basis. Rukku is a disabled child who could not speak properly but
who learns to make petal ornament when a tea shop aunt teaches
her. Through these petals, their creative skills help them earn a
better amount for their expenditure. Muthu is a very interactive
person; he has a good speaking capacity and has to know how to
run a business. He used to make money by selling the petals.
Children are not down when they do not have enough money;
they work hard or think of another way to earn money.

Children did not spend the total amount of money earned
in a day; they saved it for their future needs. Arul is responsible
and understands others easily, while Viji was unknowingly
controlling Rukku for safety precautions. He said to Viji to set
Rukku free on her own will, because Arul understood that Rukku
needed some space to act freely. Even when they were in danger
at midnight by a trash man, he made a plan to escape from the
place and safeguard the girls in the graveyard. When Muthu and
Rukku were ill, he went in search of work for food. In this case,
Viji sold her loveable dog to Devi’s mother, who demanded
Kutty for a good price. Without any option, she sold the dog, in
the case of buying medicine for them. Finally, she used to take
the help of Ceilina in order to save Muthu and Rukku. Through
their experience in life, children understood that they would not
believe and build trust in anyone blindly in family and society,
and they would not be dependent on anyone at any stage.

Conclusion
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In the case of survival, children live in the street; they
majorly fight for food, shelter, safety, education, health
measures, and emotional bonding. The street is not the safest
place for innocent children. Although in these actions of
searching for basic needs, they have to undergo personal and
social pressure. The continuous pressure on children made them
think and act like adults. With the sudden breakdown of children
from the past, they adapt their minds rapidly according to the
situations. Homelessness is the first problem faced by children in
our existence. A home is not merely a building; it 1s a place where
children can be safe, loved, and cared for by family members.
Second, they were interrupted in their education, sophisticated
lifestyle, and protection. These pitiful conditions were the
changeover for the children from dependents to independent
survivors. These obstacles change them to be different and
stronger personalities. As a result of bitter experiences resulting
from personal and environmental factors, they lose their
childhood innocence. Children are not feeble in struggled
situation, rather they develop firm mind to overcome crisis.
Children are not emotionally week personality, when they
understand the situation; make a move on resilience to cross
obstacles. They control, act and adapt according to the present
circumstances. So, children are matured in caring emotions and
growth of intelligence would help them to live. The development
and prosperity of society depend upon the effectiveness of
individuals in society.
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Summary

The terms Bhakti, Karma and Mukti etc. are commonly used in everyday life. Regular temple
visits, wearing sandalwood on the forehead, performing various rituals in the name of Ishwara; none of
this is true devotion. Relying on God for the destruction of others and one's own upliftment is also not
devotion. It’s the free flow like a river without any hindrance. None of the demons as Ravana,Kuchela,
Kamsa,Tarakasura, Kumbhakarna, Hiranyakashipu etc. known through the epics and Puranas are true
devotees. But Hanuman, Prahlad, Narada, Sabari, Lakshmana, Arjuna, Panchali etc were the real
devotees. So who are considered to be true devotees? A true devotee is one who is disgusted
with material things, who knows that they are all false things, who know the true thing, and
who worship God, wanting good for all around him. It is an inquiry into who one really is. It is
the exploration and knowing of one's own nature. A devotee is truly aimful. He knows God. He
sees God in himself and in everything around him. All his deeds are in the presence of Ishwara.
Faith and devotion are not one in the same. Faith is the imaginary refuge of those who have no
consciousness or intellect of their own. One cannot know God by faith. It is possible through
experience and knowledge. Through the realization of who one is. Faith in God is the first virtue
that one must possess in order to ascend to prosperity and excellence. Ishwara is the cause of
all worlds, all things, and He is the cause of existence destruction and creation of all things. God
is the omnipotent divine force that shines in all movable and immovable things. Devotion is the
intense faith in this God. When sin is destroyed by good deeds and virtue increases, one
naturally develops faith and devotion to God. Such devotees are always in love with
concentration and concentrated in the Lord. There will be no more such people. But Draupadi,
a Mahabharata character, is one such devotee. Except Lord Krishna the Iswara, everything else
was trivial to that devotee. Sickness fear and poverty, and even death are not a problem for the
devotees. Karma, yoga, wisdom, etc. are the means of attaining God. None of this is possible
without sincere devotion.

Key words

Devotion, Devotee, Iswara
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Introduction

Refuge or sharanagati is the most important devotional item. Love of God and hatred
of God stems from our misconceptions that, God is the cause of our sorrows. A true devotee is
one who is devoted to God in both happiness and sorrow. It means being able to take refuge in
God at all times and in all deeds and by working only for /shwara. Devotion is also considered as
the fifth purushartha. A devotee will always be fearless. It can always be seen in Draupadi.

Draupadi is an indelible portrait of Vyasa Muni, who has painted many paintings such as
Viduran Akruran Uddhavan Gopikas etc. to show the various aspects of devotion. Draupadi or
Panchali, the daughter of King Panchala, was the wife of the Pancha Pandavas, most important
characters in the Mahabharata story. The beautiful sculpture of Panchali will never fade away
once it is imprinted in anyone's heart. Panchali had full faith that Lord Krishna would save him
in any situation and in any great danger. Despite having five unique hushands, Draupadi firmly
believed that she would not depend on anyone other than Lord Krishna. In this devotion to
Lord Krishna of Krishna, the mystical aspects of devotion are very clear. During the
Dvaparayuga, almost the whole of India was under the rule of the Kurus and the Panchalas. :
From the very beginning, there was a kind of competition between them. Hatred is the origin
of destruction.

Drupada, the king of the Panchalas, may have been the cause of some sort of revenge
game, which began with a mockery of Drona, who was the guru and friend of the Pandavas.
The humiliated Drona defeated Drupada with his disciple Arjuna. Drupada was looking for a
way to pay for this. Drupada, with the help of the sage Upayaja, waged a yajna to obtain a
powerful son to kill acharya Drona and destroy the Kauravas. Draupadi and Drshtadyumna
were born from the altar. Draupadi, also known as Yajnaseni, was born with the birthright of
Dharmaraksha and Kauravanasha.

She was named as Krishna by Upayaja Maharshi. Draupadi became a part of Krishna
even in name. She was safely handed over by her father to Lord Krishna at birth. Panchali is
known for the wisdom, bravery, foresight, diplomacy, strength and diligence of Lord Krishna!
He will do what his Bhakta wants. Love will give back. Donate a thousand times as much as He
received. Lord Krishna is as beautiful as a dark cloud, as peacock eyes, as a blue lotus. Even
though she had to marry the brahmana youth, who had passed the tests suggested by her
father Drupada, she obeyed her father without realizing that he was Arjuna. After marriage
Panchali obeyed Kunti's order to be the wife of the Pandu sons (1). In all such situations of
conflicts, Krishna was Krishna's refuge. It is only by faith in Krishna that such missions are
undertaken which no woman is willing to undertake. Had it not been for such a strong devotion
to Krishna Panchali would have turned into something else.
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After recognizing Pandavas, Drupada conducted the marriage of Panchali in an
appropriate manner. However, Draupadi, who was always beautiful, rich in all virtues,
moderate, clown, thoughtful, scientist, musician and visionary, was in a state of self-conflict.
Krishna has been able to know through his strong love for Krishna that the magic power that
fades away in a moment, even though he feels many troubles towards Krishna. Such a marriage
was arranged by fate to tie the Pandavas, who were preparing for a historic war, with a rope of
Panchali. While staying in a pottery hut in Ekachakra, Lord Krishna informed through her
companion Maya that Panchali would stay with one of her five husbands for a year, which also

eased Krishna's pain.

Lord Krishna was the savior even when Dhrtarashtra was under the hypocrisy of giving
half the kingdom as soon as the Pandavas returned. The suffering that Draupadi had to endure
as part of that betrayal. When Dushasana undresses Draupadi in the middle of the royal hall,
when her relatives, kith and kins, teachers, grandparents and husbands were helpless, it was
only Draupadi's steadfast devotion to Krishna helped her(2). Hearing the words of Yajnaseni,
Krishna was deeply moved. Leaving his seat, the kind Krishna from compassion came there on
foot (3).When Draupati was crying for protection to Krishna, Vishnu and Hari and also Nara,
remaining unseen, covered her with many cloths(4). It was Lord Krishna who helped to
transform the Khandavaprastha given to the Pandavas by Dhritarashtra into an ideal abode as
Indraprastha. It was her sincere devotion to Krishna that set Draupadi to overcome all evils
even when Kauravas defeated the Pandavas in false gambling and sentenced them to exile and
ajnatavasa. Although there are eight Pattamahishis and thousands of co wives in Dwaraka,
Draupadi knows that Lord Krishna will not succumb to lust as the lotus in water is not watery.

Her God Krishna was always guarding Panchali from the heat she had to experience as a
wife from the human sons of God. Among the five husbands, Yajnaseni, who was sometimes
left alone with a broken heart, was assisted by none other than Krishna! She is bound by love
with the soul of Krishna, the embodiment of love.

No matter how many glories there are, no matter how many riches surround you, no
matter how many talents and honors you have, friends, relatives, husbands and sons, one must
have a friend who can know one's pain. One needs a place to put the pains. That is the grace of
God. It was that grace that Govindan bestowed on Draupadi. A really heartfelt friend. To
Panchali, Krishna was the sun to let the lotus flower bloom in the darkness of sorrow. In front
of that friend all the sorrows were uncovered without being uncovered. Krishna and Krishna's
hearts were so melted together.

Draupadi once longed to see the vast sky and clear air. Without saying a word, Krishna
took Krishna to the banks of the beautiful river Shatadru . Pure nature washed away all her
sorrows. Beyond that, one by one, the great intentions of Lord Krishna were revealed to this
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Yajnasen i there. Lord Krishna sheds light on the realization to Krishna that there are two types
of life in the world, the Kauravas and the Pandavas being examples of this, and that Panchali is
the driving force behind the pious Pandavas. Panchali fully believed Kunti's words that Krishna
was 'antaryami’. It was by this firm belief that Krishna knew everything in her mind at that time
itself. Krishna also realized that Lord Krishna had a mind that always worked for the
downtrodden, the afflicted and the dalits.

One day on the banks of the river Shatadru, Krishna applied his Sudarshanachakra to
save the life of a Sabara boy. When the wheel came back, Krishna's little finger was cut slightly
due to negligence and blood flowed. Addicted Arjuna went to the forest for searching
medicine. Draupadi tore his precious sari and tied the wound of Krishna. Her friend Maya
scolded her when she saw this. That sari was presented to Panchali by the Panchpandavas on
the day of the architectural sacrifice (vastubali) for the Sabhamandapa of Indraprastha.
Panchali wore this sari during Havana and later during the time of Abhisheka of the throne. Itis
to be worn only at auspicious ceremonies. It should not be torn, burned or donated. Maya said
that the sari was torn as it indicated some danger in the future. In response, Draupadi said that
Krishna had been helping her husbands since childhood. | am willing to sacrifice any precious
thing for him. So | am sure that Lord Krishna will save me no matter what happens. This shows
her strong faith in God. Krishnan also says that this memory will remain in his heart forever and
that he will have to repay this debt someday. When Dushasana took off Draupadi's garments at
the Kauravasabha, the Lord gave him endless garments in return for a piece of sari given to him
by Panchala.

When the time came for Arjuna to be with his wife as per the condition, he went out to
the forest to practice celibacy for twelve years. The departure of his beloved Arjuna caused a
great deal of grief in Draupadi. It was only Lord Krishna who assisted and protected her in those
times. At the end of the fast, Arjuna arrives in Dwaraka and marries Krishna's sister. Only
Krishna was able to explain to Draupadi all the complex issues that arose due to this. The
coming war needs to have a lot of relatives and friends. Beyond that it was Draupadi's special
need to defeat Duryodhana. Draupadi says that she holds Krishna's sister Subhadra in her
heart. Krishna's love for Lord Krishna was sacred and transcended and beyond expectations and
hopes.

Once while pandavas were at Panchaladesha and Arjuna was in Dwaraka at that time,
Draupadi saw light at night in Arjuna's room and reached there silently. Draupadi sees
someone like Arjuna in the room and when he enters the room he knows that it is Krishna.
Fearing that Krishna will misunderstand her, she prepares to go back. But her legs are paralyzed
and unable to move. She thinks in her mind that even if she stays in this position indefinitely,
she will never feel tired. Draupadi thought that Krishna did not know any of this. But the next

92



T Vol. XXI ISSN 2320-2025

day, Krishna told her that w could not sleep well because sh had not slept in room all night. But
it was so much more beautiful than sleep. How can | be here without Arjuna? That is why |
chose his room to sleep and says that he had told Maya to arrange facilities here to sleep. All
this shows the love, support and care of the devotee towards the Lord and the Lord to devote.

Drupada also says that Lord Krishna and Krishna are inseparable. Krishna keeps Lord
within herself. She also thinks that heart filled with Bhagvan removes all arrogance and
ignorance. During the Rajasooya Yajna, this made Yudhisthira the king of Indraprastha, his
grandfather Bhishma spoke about Krishna, saying that Krishna was the greatest man in the
Aryavarta. And He is benevolent, fearless, wise, and valiant. And He is a man of glory, vigor,
might, virtue and perfect. Krishna, the most popular man on earth, has dedicated his life to
Keep and protect Dharma on earth. His life's fast is the extermination of evil people and the
protection of virtuous men. Therefore, Krishna thinks that Havis should be offered to Lord
Krishna for the first time. With his Sudarshan Chakra, Lord Krishna also eliminated the King
Sisupala who had disturbed the Rajasuya Yajna.

It was time for Lord Krishna to return to Dwaraka after Rajasuya Yajna and the
coronation of Yudhisthira as king of Indraprastha, Draupadi was overwhelmed with grief, even
though she was a p queen with all prosper. The Lord saw her pain and told her that He would
come again in due time. The sage Krishnadvaipayana also said at the time of his departure that
various troubles awaited the Pandavas for the next thirteen years. But her devotion to Krishna
made Panchali mentally strong and sage's words never annoyed her. The furious pledge, what
Panchali did at the Duryodhanasabha may have been preceded by a profound faith in Krishna.

Panchali longed to see Krishna one of his days in the Kamyaka forest. She did not eat
until midnight, thinking that Krishna was coming, without knowing that it was Krishnashtami
then. Draupadi does not eat until everyone has eaten. After eating Draupadi from the
Akshayapatra there will be no more food on that day. Once pleased with Draupadi's prayers, it
was Sun God blessed her with the Akshaya Patra, a vessel that would give unlimited food every
day till Draupadi finished eating.

Krishna arrived in the last hours of the night. But Panchali had eaten at the insistence of
Arjuna as it was late at night. Panchali is very worried when Krishnan tells him that he is hungry
and has come a long way. While everyone was panicking, Krishna found a piece of food stuck
on the finger of Panchali, who had not washed his hands well due to sleep deprivation, and
happily ate it and said that his stomach was full. The Lord gladly accepted the pleasure of his
devotee's mind here. Here it is clear that Ishwara does not want extravagance but selfless
devotion from His devotee.
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During his exile and ajntavasa, and during when Arjuna went to the heaven to seek
divine blessings and to acquire divine weapons, Panchali offered all the dangers, misfortunes
calamities misfortunes and pains she had encountered to Krishna and only to Krishna. That also
was due her intense Bhakti to Lord Krishna. During the time of exile, the Lord was watching
over Panchali without even knowing her. Like the shadow of Arjuna. Once it was Lord Krishna
escaped Draupadi from the curse of sage Durvasavu (5)

Panchali had seen someone like Arjuna many times in many parts of forest during many
occasions. But out of intense love for Arjuna, Panchali thought that it was all just his feelings.
When Panchali saw Krishna with Arjuna after Arjuna's return, Panchali showed her concerns to
Krishna, saying that he had not even sought anything in such a long time. Then Krishna says that
he was with him like a shadow the whole time. Panchali did not care at all as she was
remembering her husband Arjuna all time. This is also the Lord's grace on His devotee. Only
Draupadi could see Lord Krishna as the shadow of Arjuna. No one else could. Draupadi may
have belonged to the Panchpandavas. But her transcendental essence belongs to Krishna. The
reason for this devotion of Panchali and the recognition of Krishna in return was not from the
feeling that Lord Krishna belonged to Krishna, but that Krishna belonged to Lord Krishna.
Panchali knows very well that Krishna's love is neither human nor romantic

In the ashram of sage Thrinabindu, save himself from Kodikan and from Keechaka during
the time of ajnatavasa in the city of Virata, it was Lord Krishna whom Draupadi placed in the
throne of Iswara and worshipped for her escape. Even though she had five husbands,
brothers, in laws and sons, she was helpless sometimes (6). Panchali's life has been Krishna's
care since the dilemma between peace and war after exile, and in the terrible days of war,
when he was melted by the loss of relatives, gurus, sons and relatives.

It was through her sublime devotion that Krishna made Panchali realize that he was the
great time, the creator, the protector and the destroyer of the world. It was Lord Krishna who
taught Panchali that life can be meaningful if pride and helplessness are not evil. Reconciled by
the sound of a supernatural divine flute, this legendary heroine says goodbye as she slips and
falls in the snow-capped Himalayas at the last moment of her life. Seeing her fallen down, It
was Bhima informed Yudhishtira. But Yudhishtira left her in that place without looking (7).
These Memories of a very beautiful, fragrant and plentiful devotee-devotion bond are left as
long as time and man exist.

Conclusion

Over time, a devotee can become Siddha, free and truly God-like. Shravanam Kirtanam
Smaranam Padasevanam Archanam Vandanam Dasyam Sakhyam Atmanivedanam are all
different forms of devotion. Salokyam Sameepyam, Saroopyam and Sayoojyam are various
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forms of devotion. Although Durvasavu Maharshi and his disciples had run out of food, they
were able to take proper care of it through Krishna's faith in Lord Krishna. In Kushava hut,
Kamyaka forest, Virata Rajdhani, Hastinapuri, Pilgrimages, during ajnatavasa, Badarikashram,
Gandhamadana Mountain, Dvaita forest, Terror war and Kailasayatra and in the dangers,
prosperities, joys and sorrows that came with her and throughout the life of Draupadi, Krishna
was her best friend and was her God. Vyasacharya says in one place that Kacha Sparsha
Kshatayushah means, it was not Arjuna's fierce arrows, but Panchali's loose hair that destroyed
the caravans. If so, it was based on firm devotion. Panchali is a brave woman who gave up all
pleasures, sorrows and likes and dislikes, remained steadfast in Dharma, saw God in all, and
with unshakable faith in God, led her to success in life. Even as Arjuna was about to kill
Ashwatthama, who had killed his sons, Draupadi saw the divinity in him. Draupadi tells Arjuna
to release him. This is how Draupadi saw Dushasana, Dhratarashtra and Karna etc. The life of
Parshati, who lived with her five husbands and filled her heart with godliness at all other
moments of her life and stood apart from worldly attitudes, was very sacred. Draupadi, a
brilliant character in the Mahabharata, proves that success in life is assured if one has firm faith
and devotion to the power of God. Lord Krishna and Krishna, the Yanjaseni leaving here a vivid
colorful charming and sacred images of a devotee and God forever.
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